Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.131; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, 2CH 6 N 3
, contains one half of a centrosymmetric 2,5-dicyano-3,6-dioxocyclohexa-1,4-diene-1,4-diolate (cyananilate) anion and one guanidinium cation, which are connected by N-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds into a threedimensional network.
Related literature
For the synthesis and structure of 2,5-dihydroxy-3,6-dicyano-1,4-benzoquinone (cyananilic acid), see : Zaman et al. (1996) . For related cyananilic acid structures and background references, see : Zaman & Ripmeester (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker 2003 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2003) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ATOMS (Dowty, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: GK2374). 
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Comment
The reaction between cyananilic acid and guanidinium carbonate in methanol leads to the title compound. Since 1997, cyananilic acid (2,5-dicyano-3,6-dihydroxy-1,4-benzoquinone) has been explored due to its valuable physicochemical features. It is an organic acid that has Mott-insulator properties, and organic ferroelectricity (Zaman & Ripmeester, 2010) . It forms three dimensional network through N-H···O and N-H···N hydrogen bonds (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
Cyananilic acid has been synthesized according to our published method (Zaman et al., 1996) and purified by recrystallization from benzene. Light yellow compound was grown by slow evaporation of a methanol solution containing a 1:1 stoichiometric quantity of guanidinium carbonate (Aldrich, 98%) and cyananilic acid under ambient conditions. Compound decomposes at 593K.
Refinement
N-H distances were restrained to 0.95 (2) Å and all H atoms were refined isotropically. Non-hydrogen atoms were restrained to have the same Uij components with SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) instruction 'SIMU C1 < N4'. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Fragments generated by symmetry codes: (a) 1/2 -x, 1,5 -y, 1 -z; (b) 1/2 -x, 1/2 + y, 1/2 -z; (c) 1/2 + x, 2.5 -y, 1/2 + z. Hydrogen bonds are shown with dashed lines. 
